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BULLETIN DEDICATION 
 
In loving memory of Dorothy and David Peters by their son David. 
 
In joyous celebration of the birth of a baby girl, Emily Charlotte 
Connors to happy parents Kathryn Jewczyk and Sean Connors. A 
Christmas gift to proud grandparents Jane and Eric Connors and 
Charlotte and Stephen Jewczyk. 
 

 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS 
 

In memory of grandparents Levi & Jesse Drodge and parents Mother 
Olive Barnes & stepfather Ralph Barnes from Olive Barnes. 
 

In memory of Rev. Fred Bradbury and Lorraine Critch from Carolyn 
Bradbury and Gerald White. 
 

In memory of Irene Tucker from husband, Walter Tucker, and 
daughters, Linda Facey and Marilyn Pardy and families. 
 

In memory of mother and father Leah and Lewis Bursey and brother 
Gordon Bursey by Doug Bursey. 
 

In memory of Lorraine Critch from Downhome Publishing Inc.   
 

In memory of Lorraine Critch from The McMaster Family. 
 

In memory of Lorraine Critch from Maynie Frampton. 
 

In memory of Lorraine Critch from Eldred and Louise Butt. 
 

In memory of Lorraine Critch from Bea & Charlie Pope. 
 

In memory of Lorraine Critch from Laura Baker. 
 

In memory of Lorraine Critch from Joan O’Leary. 
 

In memory of Lorraine Critch from Mary Andrews. 
 

In memory of Robert Cooze from Paula & Tim Reynolds. 
 

In loving memory of Ken Reynolds son, brother, husband and father 
love Sonia, Tim, Paula, Geralyn and Leah.  
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GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

PREULUDE: 
 Linus and Lucy – Allanah Briggs 
 Etude – Obie Matsikiti 
 Silent Night – Carrie Parsons 
 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 
 
*SUNG INTROIT # 36: Angels, form the Realms of Glory 
1  Angels, from the realms of glory, 
 wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
 ye who sang creation's story, 
 now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
  come and worship, come and worship, 
  worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

2 Shepherds in the field abiding, 
 watching o'er your flocks by night, 
 God with us is now residing, 
 yonder shines the infant Light:  R 
 
*WELCOME 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE:  reader: Carrie Parsons 

Let our hospitality towards each other reflect God's love. 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ.  

 
REFLECTIVE MUSIC #6: A Candle is Burning  

We honour Messiah with Christ candle’s flame, 
Our Christmas Eve candles glad tidings proclaim. 

O come, all you faithful, rejoice in this night, 
As God comes among us, the Christian’s true light. 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP:   Reader: Kylie Bradbury 
A boy has been born for us; 
A child has been given to us. 
And his name shall be called 
 Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, 
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 Eternal Father, the Prince of Peace. 
Once we were no people; 
 Now we are God’s people. 
Once we walked in darkness; 
 Now we have seen a great light. 
 
*PRAYER OF APPROACH:  Reader: Kylie Bradbury 
May the God of the stable  
help us to see the wonder of Christmas: 
the wonder of children who can hardly wait, 
the wonder of Mary and Joseph who feel  
the power of God’s love, 
the wonder of the shepherds who hear the Good News, 
the wonder of Magi who kneel and offer their gifts, 
the wonder of the ages  
that God would come in such a simple birth. Amen.  
 
*HYMN # 60: O Come, All Ye Faithful  
1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem: 
 come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

2 God of God, light of light, 
 lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb; 
 very God, begotten, not created:  R 
 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
 glory to God in the highest:  R 
 

4 See how the shepherds summoned to his cradle, 
 leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
 we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; R 
 
5 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
 word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  R 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
Heather and Jaxon 

 

Reader: "In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus 
that all the world should be registered. All went to their own towns to 
be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee 
to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David" (Luke 2:1,3-4). 
 
Reader: Today we remember Joseph, worn-out traveler and worried 
husband, doing what was necessary for the sake of his family, the 
burden of poverty stifling his hope in the promise of God. There was 
no room for him, yet he knows to whom he belongs. 
 
People: Today we give thanks for the Josephs among us, 
migrating far from home when there is no choice, fiercely 
devoted to the ones they love, unwavering in their belief that 
there is room for all in the kin-dom of God. 
 

Reader: On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we light this candle as a 
symbol of Joseph, who knocks at the door, ready to take his place 
among royalty. 
(Light two purple candles, the rose candle, and the last purple 
candle.) 
 

Hymn: Hope is a Star vs. 4 
Love is a flame that burns in our heart, 
 Jesus has come and will never depart 
  When God is a child there's joy in our song. 
  The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 
  and none shall be afraid. 
 

Reader: Tonight, angels far and near sing tender lullabies; well-worn 
fabric full of years holds in the warmth of parental love; animals and 
shepherds crowd in tight, glowing with adoration, while a muffled cry 
squeezes out to greet the world. 
 

People: Tonight we give thanks for every child among us. Each 
new birth – regardless of circumstances – reminds us of the 
preciousness of life, the potential of tomorrow, the promise of 
God. 
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Reader: On this Christmas Eve, we light the Christ candle for the 
child-King, the infant-Redeemer, the lowly-Lord. And now we know… 
He is born and nothing will ever be the same! 

(Light the Christ Candle at the centre) 
 

Hymn: Hope is a Star vs. 5 
Jesus is born, alive on this night, 
sharing his love ‘till all darkness is bright 
 When God is a child there's joy in our song. 
 The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 
 and none shall be afraid.  
(words by Miriam Bowlby) 
 

POEM: Christmas Lights   Reader: Obie Matsikiti 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME “Happy Birthday Jesus” 
 

*HYMN #38: Angels We Have Heard on High 
1 Angels we have heard on high 
 sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
 and the mountains in reply, 
 echoing their joyous strains. 
  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
 Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 What the gladsome tidings be 
 which inspire your heavenly song?  R 
 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 
 Christ whose birth the angels sing; 
 come, adore on bended knee 
 Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.  R 
 

4 See him in a manger laid, 
 whom the choirs of angels praise; 
 Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 
 while our hearts in love we raise.  R 
 

OFFERING INVITATION  
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OFFERTORY VOLUNTARY 
 
*OFFERTORY HYMN #55 vs. 4 

What can I give him, poor as I am?  
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him - give my heart 

 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER    reader: Will Parsons 
May these gifts open others 
to the blessings you give this Christmas: 
the gift of childlike wonder; the gift of radiant hope; 
the gift of peace which passes all understanding; 
the gift of joy which knows no bounds. 
With these gifts, we bring ourselves, O God, 
in response to the greatest gift of all— 
the Babe of Bethlehem. Amen 
 

GOD’S WORD FOR US TODAY 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION:   reader: Carrie Parsons 
Creator of Joy, 
we wait with excitement and impatience. 
Surround us with your stillness, 
quiet us with your Spirit, 
that we might be ready to receive the light of the world. 
Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING     Luke 2:1 - 7  
Read by: Leslie Matsikiti 

The Word of the Lord – Thanks be to God. 
 
SOLO: Mary Did You Know – Emily Keeping 
 
THE CHRISTMAS STORY  

A CHRISTMAS ALPHABET 
written by: Lorrie Lowes  

Reading: Allanah Brings, Erin Critch & Jacob Critch 
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*HYMN #43: Go Tell It on the Mountain 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 
 over the hills and everywhere. 
 Go, tell it on the mountain 
 that Jesus Christ is born. 
 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 
 o'er silent flocks by night, 
 behold, throughout the heavens 
 there shone a holy light.  R 
 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 
 when lo, above the earth 
 rang out the angel chorus 
 that hailed our Saviour's birth!  R 
 

3 Down in a lonely manger 
 the humble Christ was born, 
 and God sent our salvation 
 that blessed Christmas morn.  R 
 

GOING FORTH TO SHARE GOD’S LOVE 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 
Reader: Elizabeth Carscaden 
SUNG RESPONSE: O Little Town of Bethlehem 

O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 

 

*HYMN # 67: Silent Night, Holy Night 
1 Silent night! Holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy infant so tender and mild, 
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 sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
2 Silent night! Holy night! 
 Shepherds quake at the sight: 
 glories stream from heaven afar, 
 heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah, 
 Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born. 
 
3 Silent night! Holy night! 
 Son of God, love's pure light 
 radiant beams from thy holy face, 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 
PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE 
Holy God, Dreamer of dreams, 
We offer Cochrane Street United Church to you.  We are your 
people, this is your church.  We come to you seeking your 
guidance, your purpose, your vision.  Align our will with yours, 
so that we will be willing to do whatever it takes to carry out 
your plan.  We ask you to break through in new ways in our 
church.  Show us the great ministry you have in store for us.  
Help us dream your dreams.  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, 
giving us the vision, boldness, and confidence to do all that you 
call us to do.  Amen. 
 
COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE 
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OUR CHURCH CRỀCHE 
 
The crèche which is part of our church every Advent and Christmas 
has a fascinating history which involves members of our 
congregation, the United States Air Force, a local artist, art students, 
and Bulgarian refugees. 
 
The United States Air Force Base, Fort Pepperrell, was slated for 
closure in May, 1959. At that time, the Americans were disposing of 
the Base’s assets. A member of the congregation, Horwood 
Guzzwell, while visiting the Base during this time, discovered a 
crèche destined for disposal. He procured the crèche and stored it 
for several years. It was noted to be in very poor condition, with the 
figures being defaced and broken. 
 
Several years later, Mrs. Dorothy Peters, another member of our 
congregation, on examining the crèche, thought it should be 
repaired. She contacted Mr. Reginald Sheppard, a well-known artist 
in St John’s and the art teacher at Prince of Wales Collegiate.  Mr. 
Sheppard, along with his art students, worked for a full academic 
year on restoring the figures. The figures are vivid and life-like and 
exhibit the traditional form of crèche figures that we associate with 
those of our Bible stories of the 1950s. 
 
It was thereafter used in the church for many years.  By 1990, the 
figures had again shown signs of breakage and chipping of the paint. 
Linda Bowden, a member of Time Out for Women, contacted the 
Arts Council of Newfoundland and Labrador and was given the 
contact information for a new young sculptor and his wife, a painter, 
who had just arrived in St John’s and needed work. 
 
Luben Boykov, a trained sculptor in his native Bulgaria and his wife 
Elena Popova, a trained artist, also from Bulgaria, had arrived with 
their infant daughter in Gander in 1990 and had claimed refugee 
status. 
 
Linda Bowden met with the couple who agreed that Mr. Boykov 
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would carry out the restoration work and Ms. Popova would paint the 
figures. The commission was $1,000.00 for the project. We should 
feel gratified that our church was able to help this young couple 
become established in St John’s, which they still call home, and the 
congregation is most appreciative of the quality of the work 
performed by this gifted couple. 
 
It should be noted that the crèche is missing one of the wise men 
and no history of when this occurred can be documented. It is 
possible that, because of the poor condition of the figures when first 
obtained, this figure was too badly damaged to be retained. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 31st New Year’s Eve Day 
11:00 AM Service 

 
All Request Christmas Carols!  

 


