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GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
*please stand as you are able 

 
PRELUDE: 
 
* INTROIT VU #1: O Come, O Come Emmanuel vs. 3 
 
*WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE: 
Let our hospitality towards each other reflect God's love. 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ.  

 
REFLECTIVE MUSIC VU #34: Come Now O God of Peace 

Come now, O God of peace, we are your people; 
pour out your spirit that we be one body. 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP led by Annie 
Come among us, God, 
Source of life and heart of all –  
So that we may know your Love. 
Come among us, God,  
Wrapped in human flesh –  
So that we may touch and see and hear your Love. 
Come among us, God,  
Blowing bubbles of joy and hope –  
So that we may become your Love in the world  
and share the spirit of peace, dignity, tolerance,  
freedom, equality, and solidarity with all people. 
Come and be with your people, God as we come to worship you! 

 
*OPENING PRAYER led by Oby 
God,  
While our eyes seem glued to all the shiny new things we want,  
you tug at our hearts, whisper our names,  
entice us toward compassion and joy with others, 
spin us into your web of relationships  
and teach us to seek out each other’s names.   
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May that be our first act of embracing the dignity  
and worth in every human being within your web of creation.  Amen 
 

*HYMN VU #48: Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
Written by Sarah Are – Sanctified Art 

 

READERS: ISABELL, DAVID, NELLA & ANNIE 
 

Light One Purple Candle 
Voice A:  
I feel peace in beautiful kinesthetic moments: 
In moments when we hold hands around the table for grace,  
or when you see siblings laughing at shared memories; 
In moments that we as a church share,  
when we baptize babies, or hear the choir sing in harmony; 
In moments when we hear God say again in scripture,  
“One day every valley will be lifted up,” and, “Darkness did not 
overcome the light.”  
 
Voice B: 
In such a broken world, peace can feel abstract, impossible, and 
naive.  
And yet, we come to this sanctuary week after week  
and say, “The peace of Christ be with you,”  
because we believe that God sounds, feels, and looks like peace.  
 
Voice A:  
So family of God, we light this candle—the candle of peace—as a 
reminder that when we draw near to God, we are drawing near to 
peace.  
 
(Light Candle of peace)  
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Voice B:  
God of Peace,  
May this light serve as a reminder to draw near to God—for in 
the light of this candle we can feel God’s warmth, we can see 
more clearly, and together, we can pray for the peace that 
passes all understanding.  Amen. 
 
Hymn VU #7: Hope Is a Star vs. 2 
2 Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth, 
 giving a promise of safety and worth 
  When God is a child there's joy in our song. 
  The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 
  and none shall be afraid. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION led by Annie 
Forgive us, God. 
Songs fill our ears  
but leave us deaf to the cries of your people;   
decorating consumes us  
but leaves us blind to the need.   
Busyness fills our days  
but leaves us too tired to extend a hand;  
Feasting increases  
but leaves us too full to fill another’s cup;  
Forgive us, heal us, and open us to your love 

 
(silent prayer) 

 
ASSURANCE led by Annie 

Rejoice and again I say rejoice!  

Grace and forgiveness are the gifts that God gives to each  

and every repentant heart today and every day.   

This is the promise that was born once and for all at Bethlehem!   

Thanks be to God!  Amen 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
 
*HYMN VU #69: Away in a Manger 
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OFFERING INVITATION & OFFERTORY VOLUNTARY 
 
*OFFERTORY HYMN: In the Bleak Midwinter VU #55 vs. 4 

What can I give him, poor as I am?  

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him - give my heart 

 
OFFERATORY PRAYER  led by Will 

Advent God,  

You have called us by name,  

and we now give ourselves to you through these symbols.   

Multiply their goodness so that there is light in darkness,  

dignity for all and hope and joy in every heart! Amen! 
 

GOD’S WORD FOR US TODAY 
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION:  
Holy Spirit, 
Open our hearts to the story of your love. 
Open our minds to new ways of knowing you. 
Open our doors to whom all you would welcome. Amen  
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Jeremiah 1:4 – 8  

READER: WILL 

The Word of the Lord – Thanks be to God. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING   Matthew 1:18 – 21 

READER: KYLIE 

The Word of the Lord – Thanks be to God. 

 
SOLO - Grace MacDonald - “Nuit D’Etoiles” by Debussy 

Meditation: Jaxon and Leslie 
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*HYMN MV #161: I Have Called You by Your Name 
 
1. I have called you by your name, you are mine; 

I have gifted you and ask you now to shine. 
I will not abandon you; 
all my promises are true. 
You are gifted, called, and chosen; 
you are mine. 
 

2. I will help you learn my name as you go; 
read it written in my people, help them grow. 
Pour the water in my name, 
speak the word your soul can claim, 
offer Jesus’ body given long ago. 
 

3. I know you will need my touch as you go; 
feel it pulsing in creation’s ebb and flow. 
Like the woman reaching out, 
choosing faith in spite of doubt, 
hold the hem of Jesus’ robe, 
then let it go. 
 

4. I have given you a name, it is mine; 
I have given you my Spirit as a sign. 
With my wonder in your soul, 
make my wounded children whole; 
go and tell my precious people 
they are mine. 

 
GOING FORTH TO SHARE GOD’S LOVE 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORDS PRAYER (PG 921) 

led by Carrie  
 
*HYMN VU #43: Go, Tell It on the Mountain 
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PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE 
Holy God, Dreamer of dreams, 
We offer Cochrane Street United Church to you.  We are your 
people, this is your church.  We come to you seeking your 
guidance, your purpose, your vision.  Align our will with yours, 
so that we will be willing to do whatever it takes to carry out 
your plan.  We ask you to break through in new ways in our 
church.  Show us the great ministry you have in store for us.  
Help us dream your dreams.  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, 
giving us the vision, boldness, and confidence to do all that you 
call us to do.  Amen. 
 
COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL BENENDICTION VU #75 vs. 6:  
 

While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 

“All glory be to God on high, 

And to the earth be peace! 

Good will to all from highest heaven 

Begin, and never cease.” 

 
POSTLUDE 
 

 

 
 

The White Gift service today was prepared by our Sunday School 
and their teachers. Thank you for all your hard work. 

Teachers: Kim, Katie & Heather.  
Children: Amina, Annie, Carrie, Jaxon, Joseph, Kylie, Lila, Leslie, 

Nolan, Oby & Will 
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draw near to truth 

by: Sarah Are 
 

Truth is like sand— 
slipping through my fingers 
every time I turn on the news. 
So day after day, I gather the dust at my feet 
and build sand castles of the world I want to see— Sand castle cities 
with fair housing, no walls, families united and a name like Love.  

And when the waves threaten to tear them down, I will rebuild. 
For the truest thing I know is that 
God is love,  

and love is stronger than fear.  

So at the end of the day, if you need me, 
I’ll be taking sand-soaked alternative truths 
and turning them into sand castles of a better world— 
A world rooted in love, 
which I will keep building 
until “love,” and “truth” and “God” all sound like synonyms.  


