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COCHRANE STREET UNITED CHURCH STATISTICS 2018 

 

BAPTISMS 

 

Sadie Grace Lepore, daughter of Brett Leonard Lepore & Janine Violet Hudson 

Claire Susan Kennedy, daughter of Sean Kennedy & Ashley Kennedy 

Emilie Charlotte Connors, daughter of Sean Michael Connors & Kathryn Charlotte Jewczyk 

 

MARRIAGES 

 

Harry Anthony Benjamin Paddon & Meghan Mary Emma Kennedy 

Sean Michael Connors & Kathryn Charlotte Jewczyk 

Ryan Norman McGrath & Renee Elizabeth Greensleves 

Tyler Carl Hogarth & Alisha Rose Smith 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

 

  Malcolm Coffin     Edgar Reid 

  Walter Tucker      Pinsent Diamond 

  Evelyn Percy      Gertrude King 

  Eileen Bradbury     David Murphy 

  Owen Gilbert Ledrew Antle    Yvonne Velda Roberta Byrne 

  Dorothy Clark 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 2018 

Chair: Stephen Jewczyk 

Vice-Chair: Fraser Ellis 

Co-Secretaries: Joyce Blundon;  Robyn McMaster 

Treasurer:  Tim Reynolds  

Ministries:  Vacant  

Worship: (co-chairs)  Sandra Rowe; Paula Reynolds 

Property: leaving vacant  

Finance: Tim Reynolds 

Ministry and Personnel: Judy Kay 

East District Reps:   

Bette Anderson 

Bill Evan  

Stephen Jewczyk  

Tim Reynolds 

 

Men’s Club Representative:  Fraser Ellis 

Women’s Groups: Linda Facey 

Past Chair: David Molyneux  

Trustees Representative: Jean Brown 

Chair of the Congregation: Jim Oakely 

Minister: Rev. Miriam Bowlby 
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Cochrane Street United Church Annual General Meeting 
Meeting held at Cochrane Centre,  

42 Bannerman Street, St. John's, Newfoundland 
  

March 18, 2018 
 
Attendance: an attendance sheet was circulated (see copy). There were 43 persons in attendance. 
 
The meeting started at 1:06 PM. The Cochrane Street United Church (CSUC) Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) agenda, minutes of March 26, 2017, and the annual report was distributed by congregational 
email and the church’s website as well as made available after worship service on Sunday, March 11 
2018, and at the commencement of today’s AGM.  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Jim Oakley who noted that in accordance with the United Church 
Manual that there were more than 20 members of the congregation in attendance and therefore there 
were sufficient members in attendance for quorum.  
 
ELECTION OF CHAIR OF CONGREGATION AND AGM SECRETARY 
Reverend Miriam Bowlby then presided over the meeting for the election of the Chair of the 
Congregation (Chair) and Secretary of the Annual General Meeting.  
 

Motion: to elect Jim Oakley as Chair of the Congregation moved by Stephen 
Jewczyk/David Tucker. Motion Carried. 

 
Motion: to elect Robyn McMaster as Secretary for the AGM moved by Stephen 
Jewczyk/Betty Barnes. Motion Carried. 

 
OPENING PRAYER & MOMENT OF SILENCE 
Rev. Miriam Bowlby led the congregation with a Prayer for Guidance and a moment of silence for 
members who passed away in 2017. 
 
MINISTER’S TIME 
Rev. Bowlby gave a presentation on church-life in 2017, from our days in Seventh-day Adventist 
Church during construction of 10 housing units to transitioning back into our home church. She gave 
thanks to the church community for their dedication to each other and their new vision of outreach 
during this monumentous project. 
 
LENGTH OF MEETING 

The Chair advised the congregants that if the AGM is not completed by 1:30 PM, unless a motion to 
continue is made, a congregational meeting to complete outstanding items will be held at earliest next 
date. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA   
Motion: to approve Agenda as presented moved by Gerry Penney/Eric Salter. Motion 
Carried. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGM MINUTES OF March 26, 2017 

Motion: to approve Minutes from AGM of March 26, 2017, made by Stephen Jewczyk/Tim 
Reynolds. Motion Carried. 
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
There was no business arising from the 2017 AGM and Congregation Meeting minutes. 
 
2017 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 

 

Tim Reynolds, Treasurer, presented the 2017 Financial Report as outlined in the annual report.  He 
stated that he made the layout as straight forward as possible regarding where the money is going. He 
wouldn’t go through it all, but would answer questions on specific items. Because congregants were not 
completely back into Cochrane Street United Church until Fall 2017, significant fundraising activities 
were not able to be carried out. Despite this, accounts payable from 2016 and 2017 bills were all paid by 
the end of the year. 

 

The church received a wonderful bequest from Dr. David Peters’ family for the maintenance of its 
organ. A separate organ support fund is set up for this from the estate of the late Dr. David Peters and 
has been put into an investment with The Investors Group. These funds can only be used for the 
maintenance of CSUC’s magnificent organ. However, it has not been in use due to renovations and the 
pending construction of 5 more units in the basement. Dust may damage the organ, so it must be 
cleaned before use once renovations are finalized. 

 

The Treasurer informed congregants he is getting a good feel for CSUC’s finances. Winsor Coombs, 
CSUC’s auditor, reviewed CSUC’s financial statements and confirmed operations for the year 2017 are 
in good standing with regards to financial procedures and accountability. Revenue is interpreted 
differently by Winsor Coombs so CSUC’s amounts don’t match up exactly with the auditor’s report. Of 
note, there is an increase in revenue over expenditures in 2017, which is good. 

 

The Treasurer pointed out that the general fund’s net assets at the beginning of the year in the amount of 
$14,437 was updated to $20,252. Harmonized Sales Tax (HST) could not be found for 2015 and 2106 
so it was thought that CSUC had not submitted for it. Thus, in the prior year the organization had 
overstated HST recoverable and understated the General Fund Deficit by $5, 815. This error was 
corrected in the current year with retrospective restatement. 
 

At the conclusion of the report, the Chair asked for any comments or questions: 
 
Sig Lenser asked if CSUC owes money to banks. The Treasurer said no money is owed to banks. 
Another $10,000 loan was received from United Church of Canada (UCC) which went immediately to 
pay off Bank of Nova Scotia’s line of credit. CSUC now owes UCC $20,000 – $200 a month. To date 
$600, has been paid. So far CSUC is not being charged interest on that $20,000 loan. 
 
Stephen Jewczyk noted that the contribution to Cochrane Centre (CC) is not shown in the statement. 
The Treasurer replied that these, including Bridges to Hope and M & S, were not included because they 
are revenues to other mission and not revenue to the church. Knowing our contributions to these 
missions would be beneficial, however, so he will discuss this further with Winsor Coombs. Perhaps 
this information could be listed in a separate table. 
 
With respect to our monthly Cochrane Centre contribution, donations to CSUC identified for Cochrane 
Centre help us to pay this commitment directly. Congregants were advised that if CSUC cannot meet 
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the $2,000 monthly commitment through identified donations, then other church revenues must cover 
the remainder. 
 
Linda Boone noticed some items don’t show in the financial statements. In response, the Treasurer 
stated that cheques made out to Bridges To Hope go directly to Bridges To Hope. However, cash or 
cheques made out to CSUC that are directed to Bridges to Hope are first deposited in CSUC’s account 
then, towards year end, the church writes a cheque to cover the amount collected. 
 

Motion: to accept 2017 Financial Statements made by Tim Reynolds/Stephen Jewczyk. 
Motion Carried.   

 
2017 BUDGET 
The Treasurer presented the 2017 budget as outlined in the annual report. He noted the 2017 actuals and 
projections are about the same as the previous year. Whether they go above or below the projected 
expenditures/expenses for 2018, it remains to be seen. The Chair asked the congregation for any 
feedback or comments: 
 
Betty Grandy asked if there appears to be a set contribution to Bridges To Hope. When the Treasurer 
said CSUC is not committed to a certain amount, she asked why it is listed. The Treasurer clarified that 
it’s just a congregational projection of what CSUC could donate (same as with Ministries and Services). 
So there is no commitment, therefore no consequences if that monetary goal is not reached. The 
contribution is listed as a reminder or target that CSUC can strive to support. 
 
Linda Boone asked about salaries in Music Ministries. The Treasurer responded the only salary is for 
Evan Smith. Other fees include choral scholars, tuning pianos, and extra musicians. 
 
Linda Boone asked about the project, “Embracing The Spirit”. The Treasurer disclosed that UCC gave 
CSUC a $5,000 grant for a community facilitator to help our church become a better neighbor through 
outreach and ministry. The amount is included in the section on Revenue within External Partners for 
2018 in the AGM Report for 2017. The other $3,000 is for a summer student if CSUC goes ahead with 
that. 
 
Linda Boone noted there are cheques written in December that the Treasurer has not yet cashed to pay 
for expenses in 2017. The Treasurer agreed to list any outstanding cheques next year. He is writing out 
the cheques signed by signing officers (all the signing officers were named). Winsor Coombs writes the 
cheques.  
 
Linda Boone asked if there was a conflict of interest with both Cochrane Centre and Cochrane Street 
United Church using the same chartered accountant, Winsor Coombs. The Treasurer explained that the 
auditor for CC is Eric Coombs while CSUC’s is Paul Coombs. He added the money used on Winsor 
Coombs was well spent because now CSUC has a good system working to track expenditures and 
revenue. This allows Tim Reynolds to perform his role as Treasurer. 
 
The Treasurer advised that $40,000 of the $241,550 budget is in the bank at the end of the fiscal year. 
He is trying to build this up as a reserve because CSUC has very little wiggle room. 
 
Linda Boone asked if the amount projected for special offerings was too optimistic. The Treasurer 
responded that he is looking for $15,000 to $20,000 from church groups and special offerings in order 
to meet CSUC’s needs. He understands it is a challenge but CSUC must meet its commitment with CC. 
If not, there will need to be an increase in offerings and/or raise money in order for CUSC to remain 
operational. CSUC is at the point where it cannot get by without actively fundraising. If one church 
group doesn’t take it on, then another must take it up. Congregants have had a break from fundraising, 
but CSUC desperately needs to get back into the fundraising mode. 
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 Motion: to extend meeting to 2:00pm made by Stephen Jewczyk/Sig Lenser. Motion 
Carried. 

 

Linda Facey asked if all the church groups have returned to using the building. The Treasurer stated that 
not all are back. The Bridge Group has not moved in yet due to a second renovation about to take place 
in the basement. They will likely come back next Fall. 

 

Stephen Jewczyk then lended support to Tim Reynolds, saying that he has spent a lot of hours trying to 
understand CSUC’s finances. He added that what congregants have seen and what they are working 
towards is a year of more opportunities for the congregation because now they are back in their home 
church. He encouraged those in the meeting to not be discouraged, but continue to press through 
difficulties.  

 
 Motion: to approve 2017 Budget made by Tim Reynolds/Fraser Ellis. Motion Carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF AUDITORS FOR 2018 

Motion: to approve auditor for 2018, Winsor Coombs, moved by Tim Reynolds/Stephen 
Jewczyk. Motion Carried. 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF REPORTS IN 2017 ANNUAL REPORT  
The Chair indicated to the congregation that the reports of the various groups and committees that 
undertook the work of CSUC in 2017 were outlined in the annual report which was made available to 
the congregation more than a week in advance of this meeting. The Chair allowed a few minutes to 
allow the congregation to further review the reports. The Chair then asked if there were any questions or 
comments on the reports. 
 
Stephen Jewczyk gave a speech: “The past year is one of transition. We have done quite well 
considering our circumstances. Don’t forget that Cochrane Centre was our vision and through all sorts 
of dedicated people who are really trying to make this work. I’m very proud of our work. In terms of 
finances, opportunities, and outreach, we are a much better church.” 
 
 
 
 
Eric Salter asked where CSUC’s Archives is being stored, now, and whether it is moving back to the 
premises. He also enquired why space was not allotted in the basement for Archives before construction 
began on the five additional rooms for tenants. Stephen Jewczyk agreed that it should have been 
identified before construction of those five units and assured congregants that it is in the plans, but 
exactly where is not yet known. He explained CC had moved Archives to storage on Torbay Road since 
the renovation of the 10 upstairs units. At this point CC is not prepared to move the items until 
renovations of the basement’s five units are completed. It is a cost to CC, and we are not getting good 
access due to delayed payments. Stephen has been there twice – the location is dry and secure. He 
reminded congregants that CSUC has a legal responsibility to UCC for safeguarding archival items.  
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In February of this year, Linda Boone had asked permission from Catherine French and Jordan Thorne 
to put historical pictures on walls as well as to place plaques in memory of Lois Rayn and others on 
tenant doors. She added that Bridge Club has raised the money and already agreed to pay the $300 a 
month to put towards the congregational contribution to Cochrane Centre. Stephen Jewczyk said 
Council will follow up with Cochrane Centre. 
 
Linda Facey asked about putting up the United Church Women’s banner. Stephen Jewczyk responded 
that because the committee room and meeting rooms are CC’s property, it should only be used in the 
sanctuary and stairway leading from there to the community room. He requested that should there be 
any issues with CC, to please inform Council. If Council isn’t made aware then they cannot help or 
cannot help in a timely manner. 
 
 Motion: to approve all reports moved by Stephen Jewczyk/Gerry Penney. Motion Carried.  

 
March 22, 2018, a member of the congregation, Charlotte Jewczyk, brought up errors in Cochrane 
Street United Church Statistics for 2017 listed under baptisms. The baby’s name is Silas Brendan 
Trevor Jewczyk (not Silas Brendan Jewczyk), the father’s name is Stefan Nicholas  Jewczyk (not 
Trevor Stefan Nichole Jewczyk), and the mother’s name is Casey Christine Maddigan (not Casey 
Maddigan).  
 
ELECTION OF CHURCH COUNCIL FOR 2018 
A nominations report was presented to the congregation with names of nominees for the various 
individual positions. The Chair went through each position that was to be voted upon at the 
Congregational meeting. Upon identifying the position and the name of the nominee, asked three times 
for nominations from the floor. If no nominations were brought forward from the floor, the position 
with the nominated name was acclaimed. 
 
NOMINATIONS FOR 2018 CHURCH COUNCIL: 
 Chair, Church Council:  Stephen Jewczyk.  
 Vice-Chair:  Fraser Ellis (NOTE: He asked if someone else would take on these 

duties he would be prepared to step aside. None volunteered.) 

 Past Interim Chair Stephen Jewczyk 

 Co-Secretaries:  Joyce Blundon and Robyn McMaster 
 Treasurer:  Tim Reynolds 
 Property Committee:  leaving vacant 
 Ministries:  no volunteers 
 Worship:  Paula Reynolds (Chair), Sandra Rowe (Assistant-Chair) 
 Ministry and Personnel:  Judy Kay 
 East District Reps:  Bette Anderson, Bill Evans, Stephen Jewczyk, Tim Reynolds 
 
This section does not require elections as they are on the council by position or appointment from 

another group: 
 Men’s Club Rep:  Fraser Ellis 
 Women’s Groups:  Linda Facey 

 Past Chair David Molyneux, followed by Stephen Jewczyk as Interim Chair 

 Trustees Rep: Jean Brown 

 Chair of the congregation: Stephen Jewczyk 

 Minister: Rev. Miriam Bowlby 
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Gerry Penny questioned whether the Treasurer and Finance Committee Chair positions can be held by 
the same person. The Chair informed the Congregation that this matter was raised last year and that the 
guidelines don’t stipulate either way, so both positions could be held by the same person. 
OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Yearly Fall Family Church Picnic 

 

Heather McMaster suggested that a family pot luck lunch be held instead at Cochrane Centre’s 
community hall due to a smaller congregation and many are seniors. 

 

Stephen Jewczyk gave a speech: “We were a vibrant congregation before and can do it again despite an 
older congregation. Commit to talking about major themes on going forward regarding outreach and 
upgrading of sanctuary. We scraped by last year, but we need to do more to be fully operational and a 
successful congregation. UCC is undergoing a huge change - as much as they are reimagining 
themselves, so are we. And we have new faces, too, including in our choir.  But we need your support. 
We can only succeed when we give our all.” 

 

Patricia Young gave a speech: “In any family you have difficulties so we don’t all see eye to eye. We 
just need to move past these and love each other.” 

 

The Chair asked if there was any other business. No other business was raised. The Chair asked for a 
motion to adjourn. 
 
 Motion: to adjourn meeting moved by Tim Reynolds/Heather McMaster. Motion Carried. 
 
Rev. Bowlby closed the March 18, 2018, meeting in a prayer. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:05 PM. 
 
Minutes submitted by Robyn McMaster, Church Council assistant co-secretary 
 

 

 

_____________________________    _________________________________ 

Jim Oakley       Robyn McMaster  

Congregation Chair      Secretary 
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Attendance at Annual General Meeting 

March 18, 2018 
 
Bette Anderson      Stephen Jewczyk 
Betty Barnes       June Knight 
Judy Blundon       Ruth Lenser 
David Boone       Sig Lenser 
Linda Boone       Heather McMaster 
Keith Bowden       Robyn McMaster 
Rev. Miriam Bowlby      Francis McNiven 
Carolyn Bradbury      Gerard McNiven 
Cheryl Briggs       Joan O’Leary 
Marie Butt       Jim Oakley 
Fraser Ellis       Scott Parsons 
Henrietta Ellis       Gerry Penney 
Linda Facey       Elizabeth Purchase 
Mae Garland       Dave Reeves 
Muriel Gordon      Paula Reynolds 
Betty Grandy       Tim Reynolds 
Harold Grandy      Sandra Rowe 
Stephen Gray       Eric Salter 
Sandra Hallett       Joan Soulier 
Charlotte Jewczyk      Sandra Stavlo 
Karen Vardy       Gerald White 
Patricia Young  
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MINISTER’S REPORT 

March 2019 

It is hard for me to believe that we are now looking at 2018 through the rear view mirror. It was a jam-packed 
year. There are so many highlights like; fellowship time after church, special worship services, faith stories and 
community events like our pancake supper. One of my highlights this year, was the concert, “How Can I Keep 
from Singing?” It was a beautiful evening of music. So many people wrote or emailed saying how it lifted their 
spirits. Added to that, we raised enough money to support our music ministries, Cochrane Centre and our buy 
new choir gowns.  

As I look back on the year I am thankful for the many ways you support and encourage one another as well as 
support our congregation. We could not do the important work of being a church community without each of 
you. Thank you for your support and participation in all that we do together as a church.  

Each week we gather for worship and it takes so many people to make this happen. Thank you to all the people 
who make it possible for us to gather each week: our ushering teams who provide welcome and count the 
offering; members of our worship committee who support our services, volunteers who prepare and serve 
communion, and our dedicated choir who support our weekly worship with such beautiful music. A special 
thank you to Evan, our Music Director, who is a pleasure to work with each week and makes worship planning 
fun.  

I am thankful for our Church Council which consists of dedicated, hardworking volunteers who prayerfully plan 
and dream together about the future of our congregation. Thank you all for the time and talent you bring to this 
congregation. Thank you also to our Sunday School teachers, committee members, our UCW Members, our 
Men’s Club Members and our volunteers for special events like BBQ in the Park, St. John’s Pride Parade and 
the meal for the tenants 

Your generosity supports our community! Each week you bring food donations for Bridges to Hope, support the 
Mission and Service Fund, and support special projects like BBQ in the Park and Exam Survival kits.  

Thank you all for making our church such a special place of caring and community.  

I look forward to seeing what 2019 brings.  

 

 

Rev. Miriam  
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COCHRANE STREET UNITED CHURCH 
2018 REPORT  

CHAIR OF CHURCH COUNCIL  
 
Blessings to you all! 

“Be the change that you wish to see in the world.”  
― Mahatma Gandhi 

 
This has been a very insightful and progressive year for the Church Council. The congregation has now 
spent a full year back at Cochrane Centre and, over that year, the Council is getting a better 
appreciation of the capacity of the congregation to participate in the life of the church and the 
community. Since embarking on our journey several years ago to reimagine our mission and transform 
the church property into what is now Cochrane Centre, the congregation has also evolved    as has its 
desires and needs. While this has presented challenges for Council throughout the year in assessing 
these changes, I am pleased to report that we continue to have a vibrant, welcoming, caring and 
dedicated congregation.  
 
We have had much to celebrate over the year: The Cochrane Street Concert in April; the Book and 
Plant sale in June; Messy Church; the Service of Lessons and Carols; and the Christmas services are 
among the highlights in the life of the congregation.  Our Outreach has included congregation’s 
participation in the St. John’s Pride Parade, the BBQ in the Park, and the United Community of Faith 
Committee. As a faith family, we have shared food and fellowship with our tenants and members of 
First Light.  Events like these including the Pancake Supper and the Flipper Dinner are examples of 
how the Spirit moves us to action.  To those who offered their time and service in these initiatives, I 
thank you on behalf of the Church Council for the many gifts that you have freely given.  
 
On a weekly basis, we are welcomed in our place of worship by the Ushering Teams as we come 
together to celebrate and reflect during worship service under the spiritual guidance of Rev. Miriam 
Bowlby. Through our Sunday School, our youth are taught important life lessons under the guidance of 
our Sunday School teachers. We are inspired by our ministry of music under the direction of Evan 
Smith. Special thanks to our choir for their dedication and the beauty and reflection which they bring to 
our services. This past year, our choral events were supplemented by an electric organ which has 
broadened our music experience. Thanks to our Minister of Music, Patricia Young, for the loan of this 
historic instrument. We reflect on the rich history of our congregation through   weekly archival notes 
by Linda Bowden. As a church family we come together through the warm hospitality offered by the 
United Church Women at our after-worship fellowship time. We are truly blessed to have so much 
involvement in the many aspects of church life.  
 
With respect to governance, Council has met twelve times over the course of the year. I thank the 
Council members with whom I have shared this past year. They have demonstrated leadership and a 
strong commitment to the values and vision of the congregation. I extend Council’s appreciation to 
Robyn McMaster who has taken an active role as Secretary of Council and our church office.  
However, it is clear to Council that the current governance model needs to be revisited. Our model 
references a number of Council positions and responsibilities including chairs of committees. In reality 
this does not reflect how Council currently operates given the smaller number of people involved with 
Council business.   
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Council also has a better understanding of the capacity of the congregation to finance the 
congregation’s commitments and operations.  We continued to have strong financial stewardship 
through the leadership of Tim Reynolds, Treasurer. While we have steadied the course financially, we 
have not met all our 2018 budget expectations.  There is a need to further investigate ways and means 
to create a sustainable base as we move forward.  
 
Ongoing changes throughout the year continue to challenge our congregation in many ways. The 
reorganization of the United Church of Canada and changing assessments have impacted how we do 
our business. The new relationship between Cochrane Centre and First Light (formerly the St. John’s 
Native Friendship Centre) which has culminated in a long term management agreement between the 
two groups has influenced the way in which we use and book Cochrane Centre for congregation 
events.  
 
First Light has brought stability to the management of the property and it is wonderful to see how the 
property is being used not only for housing but on a daily basis for many community events as was the 
vision of the congregation.  The on-going repairs to both the annex and sanctuary are making this 
lovely space more comfortable to all who visit and use the space. It is exciting to think of how the 
space will be further utilized when the seniors’ affordable apartments are completed later this year. I 
extent Council’s appreciation to First Light for keeping the congregation interests high in their 
consideration of how the property and space are managed and used throughout this change. 
 
Council has continued its efforts to negotiate a Memorandum of Understanding with the Cochrane 
Centre Board. Despite several valiant efforts over the past couple of years by the MOU negotiating 
committee on behalf of the congregation, we still have not reached an agreement. This is a matter 
which Council will continue to pursue in the coming year.  Council expresses its appreciation for the 
efforts of committee chair Kelvin Marshall, and members Keith Bowden and Linda Boone.       
 
Throughout all this, the congregation continues to demonstrate our determination in meeting these 
challenges and commitments in an effort to continue God’s work and spirit in our community and the 
world. 
 
As we go forward, Council has just completed the Halo Project which is a national United Church 
project that identifies what role the congregation plays as an economic contributor to the 
neighbourhoods and communities they serve. It is anticipated that aspects of this study will be 
available at the Annual Congregational Meeting.  
 
In addition Council has held two strategic planning sessions and an Idea’s Fair that are intended to 
provide direction in the type of God’s work we wish to pursue over the next three years. A report on 
these sessions will be provided to the congregation shortly.        
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In closing, I thank Rev. Miriam Bowlby for her leadership in our worship service and to continue to 
renew our spirits in a very busy and complex world. In addition to the members of Council previously 
mentioned in this report, heartfelt thanks go to Bette Anderson, Joyce Blundon, Jean Brown, Fraser 
Ellis, Bill Evans, Linda Facey, Judy Kay, Dave Molyneux, Paula Reynolds and Sandra Rowe for their 
dedication and devotion to the wellbeing of the congregation. Many thanks to the congregation and our 
new members for their support and commitment as we continue on this journey to share the Word and 
puts God’s plan in place.  We have much to do but we as I stated last year, we are remerging as a 
vibrant congregation seeking new ways to serve our community and society. We still have much to 
offer as the journey continues. Let us reimagine what we can become.  
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 03 01  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cochrane Street United Church Annual Report 2018 

15 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

I am pleased to provide the 2018 Treasure’s report for Cochrane Street United Church and the 
proposed budget for 2019.  2018 was a year where we struggled to continue to build sustainability into 
our finances and budgetary expectations.  Our regular weekly offerings decreased by 4% over figures 
from 2017.   We are a small congregation that relies almost exclusively on donations to fund our 
operations and ministries.  This is not sustainable.   We must either increase our givings and/or enlarge 
our congregation, which is happening slowly to meet our needs or; we must recommit to more active 
fundraising within the congregation and our church groups in order to sustain our ministries. 

 

 2019 Budget Actual         Actual 
  
Projected 

EXPENSES 
 

Accounts Payable 2016/2017/2018 

2017 
            

9900 
 2018 

  12348 
2019 

     3624 

 Employee Related Expenses 82751           87441          93000 

 Office & Ministry Operations 19768   13862          15000 

 Bank, Professional Fees & Insurance 12554   10351    12000 

 Other United Church (assessment) 6714     7266       5154 

 United Church Line of Credit Repayment 10000     2400    2400 

 Music Ministry 15073    24379     19000 

 Summer Student 2996            0          4000 

 Sunday School Support 2000            0          0 

 Embracing the Spirit Project             0   5000 

 Restoration Expenses 2620            0            0 

 Congregational Contribution to Cochrane Centre 10500   18000 18000 
 Choir Donation to Cochrane Centre      1000         0 
 Congregational donation Vestibule Renovation    25000         0 

 Congregational Contribution Cemetery Fund 1000     1000   1000 

 Congregational Contribution Bridges to Hope 480       176    400 

 Congregational Contribution to M & S 7582     6497  6500 
 Congregational Cont. to First Light (SJNFC)       170  
 Congregation Cont. to East District Chaplaincy       100  

 St Thomas Donation 1600   

  $185,538 
                          

$209,990 $185,078 
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REVENUE 

                     
        Actual            Actual Projected 
          2017               2018 2019 

 Carry over 2016/17/18 24031           32150 23446 

 Regular Offering 59941           46656            50000 

 Regular PAR 59056          64932     57000 

 Cash 5280            4909       5100 

 Transfer from Capital/TDGIC 7,004                  0                                   0 
  Fundraising 0           9477 15000 

 Special offering, groups 26101         24316 25000 

 External partners/other revenue 2629           1927   4000 

 HST Rebate 2604           1062      1200 

 restoration, building 195                0        0 

 Loan UCC - to repay bank loan 10000                0        0 
SUB-TOTAL 
REVENUE  $196,841        $185,429 $180,746 

   

 
Congregational Donation Cochrane Centre 

 
 
 
 

10,500 

 
 
 
 

12,024      18,000 
  Congregational Donation Cemetery 870 875        1,000 
  Congregational Donation Bridges to Hope 480 176           300 
  Congregational Donation M & S 7,582 6,497        5,000 

SUB-TOTAL 
REVENUE      $19,432  19,572       24,300 

    $216,273 $205,001  $205,046 
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Worship Services 

Regular Sunday Service, communion, baptism, confirmation, 
special services, wedding,  worship, ministry and liturgy. 

         2017           2018       

 Personnel: Minister, Support Staff (29%) 23,998 25,358  

 congregational contribution (40%) 4,200   7,200  

 Office & Ministry Operations (40%) 7,907   5,545  

 Bank fees, Professional fees, insurance, tax(20%) 2,511  2,070  

 other expenses: UC assessment,…(20%) 1,336   1,453  

  Summer Student Service Support  2,996         0  
     
  $42,948      $41,626  
     

Congregational 
Development 

Group meetings, Christian education, Sunday school, Messy 
Church, special family events. 

   
 Personnel: Minister, Support Staff (17%) 14,068 14,865  

 congregational contribution (15%) 1,575   2,700  
 Office & Ministry Operations (25%) 4,942   3,466  

 Bank fees, Professional fees, insurance, tax(20%) 2,511   2,070  
 other expenses: UC assessment,…(20%) 1,336   1,453  
 Sunday School Support 2,000          0  
     
  $26,431       $24,554  
     

Music Ministry 

Regular Sunday music, choir practice, choral scholars, guest 
performers for worship 

   
 Personnel: Minister, Support Staff (0%)    
 Choir, Organist, Choral Scholars (100%) 15,074 24,379  

 congregational contribution (10%) 1,050   1,800  
 Office & Ministry Operations (5%) 988      693  

 Bank fees, Professional fees, insurance, tax(15%) 1,883    1553  

 other expenses: UC assessment,…(15%) 1,002   1,090  
     
  $19,998       $29,515  

      

Pastoral Care 

Ministry to individuals, families and groups in transition: 
grieving, sick, shut-in, personal crisis, adapting to changing 
families, adapting to change, crisis of faith, funerals. 

   
 Personnel: Minister, Support Staff (17%) 14,068 14,865  
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 congregational contribution (5%) 525      900  

 Office & Ministry  Operations ( 10%) 1,977  1,386  

 Bank fees, Professional fees, insurance, tax (10%) 1,255  1,035  
 other expenses: East Dist. Chaplaincy, UC assessment,…(10%) 668    827  
     
  $18,492      $19,013  
     

Community 
Outreach 

Outreach activities in support of new housing units, outreach 
partners, other tenants, BBQ in the Park, Deal of a Meal, 
Cochrane Centre, Bridges to Hope, Bags to School, Stella's 
Circle, food sharing association. 

   
 Personnel: Minister, Support Staff (12%) 9,930 10,493  

 congregational contribution (10%) 1,050   1,800  

 Office & Ministry Operations (5%) 988      693  

 Bank fees, Professional fees, insurance, tax (15%) 1,883   1,553  

 Embracing the Spirit Project         0  

 Other expenses: Bridges to Hope, UC assessment,… (15%) 1,002  1,260  
     
   $14,854       $15,799  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

Other Church 
related 

Internal committees (Church Council, Finance,…), downtown 
church's, east district, NL Conference, General Council, ED 
Chaplaincy,… 

   
 Personnel: Minister, Support Staff (16%) 13,240 13,991  

 Congregational contribution (10%) 1,050   1,800  

 Office & Ministry Operations (5%) 988      693  

 Bank fees, Professional fees, insurance, tax (20%) 2,511  2,070  

 Restoration other external partners 11,682 33,672  
 Accounts Payable 2017/18 9,900 12,348  

 Other expenses: UC assessment,…(20%) 1,336   1,453  
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 Bank Loan repayment 10,000          0  
 United Church Line of Credit ($20,000) 0  2,400  
     
  $50,707       $68,427  

Transitional & 
Fundraising 

Process 

Transition and support of congregational fundraising and 
integration back to Cochrane Centre    

 Personnel: Minister, Support Staff (9%) 7,448 7,870  
 Congregational Contribution (10%) 1,050 1,800  
 Office & Ministry Operations (10%) 1,977 1,386  
 Donations: SDA & St Thomas 1,600   
  $12,074      $11,056  
     
TOTAL EXPENSES  $187,952    $209,990  
     

 
 
PETERS’ ORGAN FUND 

 Starting Balance January 1, 2018    $51,905.50 
 Fee Rebate                       0.04 
 Change in Value                     -3,344.09 
 Closing Balance December 31, 2018     $48,561.45 
 

No other activity with this fund in 2018 

 

Tim Reynolds, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINISTRY AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE  
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Summary points: 
* Ministry-Rev. Miriam 

*Music director-Evan Smith 

*Sunday School staff 

*Office staff 

* Thank-you to Volunteers and M &P Members 

 

With the first full year back in our church, we have much to celebrate, including all the work and 
contributions made by Rev. Miriam and others who help us create meaningful worship and community 
projects. 

As a follow-up to Rev. Miriam’s goals discussed in her performance appraisal, we completed a 
summary of the information that she has been gathering for the past year. This was formatted in a 
newsletter handout that had both a graphic breakdown of the areas where time has been spent and some 
examples of activities in each of the categories. She is continuing to track these activities as we look to 
fulfill the needs of the church. 

 Evan Smith has been providing such a wonderful impact as our part time Music Director.  Under his 
very interested guidance, the choir has tackled new repertoires ranging from well-known sacred hymns 
to more contemporary music. It is clear with the growing number of choir members, that he is 
generating a wonderful experience for the choir as well as the congregation. We are certainly thankful 
for his dedication to the music portion of our worship. This was very evident in the very well organized 
gala fundraiser of sacred music that successfully raised funds for new choir gowns, the chorale scholar 
program and Cochrane Center.   

We were also fortunate to have the return of 3 out of 4 of last year’s chorale scholars -Astrid Camarena 
Correa, Nathan Hynes and Grace MacDonald. And a lovely surprise to have Kyle Galloway return 
after a break, as our 4th chorale scholar this year. On behalf of the congregation, I wish to extend them 
all a very heartfelt thank-you for the ongoing commitment and contribution. Patricia Young continues 
to be a presence within our music program as she and Evan prepare for the return to service of our 
organ this coming year.  We look forward to her presence and assistance - we continued to be blest to 
have such wonderful depth in the music program. 

Sunday school is a significant element of our church life; having a stable co-ordinator position for the 
Sunday school program is very valued. Thank-you to Katie Vardy for taking on this very important 
role. And a thank-you to Kim Samara who is the Sunday school superintendent. All your work 
throughout the year on behalf of the Sunday school program is much appreciated  

 The office position has been in transition over this past year but has recently been stabilized by Robyn 
McMaster who has moved from volunteering, to working officially, in the office administration 
position part time. I know she earnestly works to support the office and the daily operations of the 
church; thank-you for the level of commitment you bring this very vital role in the church.   
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The church cannot fully function without the contributions of many volunteers from our congregation; 
thank-you all for the input you provide to the numerous church groups and functions and activities. I 
encourage all members of the congregation to consider volunteer opportunities, large or small, as we 
all collaborate to achieve the great potential within this church.  

Finally, a thank-you to Cheryl Sullivan-Critch for her invaluable support for the M & P committee 
again this year. And we have been very fortunate to have Olivia Evans join us this year; you bring a 
wonderful energy and interest. Thank-you for all your prompt replies and feedback for the work of this 
committee. I look forward to another productive year. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Judy L Kay 

 Chair 

 M&P Committee 
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WORSHIP AND PASTORAL CARE  

Purpose: The Worship and Pastoral Care Committee meets quarterly to plan and co-ordinate worship services 
and to support and enhance Pastoral Care. 

-In 2018 our committee met four times: March, May, September, and November 

Members: Rev. Bowlby, Evan Smith, Patricia Young, Carolyn Bradbury, June Knight, Sandy Stavlo, Karen 
Critch (secretary), Sandra Rowe (Co-Chair), Paula Reynolds (Co-Chair) 

Pastoral Care: Congregational mailouts are sent out four-five times per year to keep all members and adherents 
up to date on all church business and information. 

Worship: Many individuals and groups have willingly contributed to our worship services. We are especially 
grateful to the following: 

- Rev. Bowlby for leading us in worship 
- Evan Smith, Director, the Senior Choir, including our Choral Scholars, and musician Maggie Power. 

Oliver Dingwell, Shelly Neville and all extra singers that enhanced our services throughout the year. 
Students of the Summer Singing Program, for their beautiful gift of music. 

- Tim and Paula Reynolds, Olivia and Bill Evans, Mary and Brian Johnston, Jean and Lloyd Brown, Joan 
O’Leary and Sandra Garland for preparing the communion table 

-  Paula Reynolds, Sandy Stavlo, and Adella Tucker for decorating the sanctuary for Thanksgiving 
- The Men’s Service Club for decorating the sanctuary for Christmas 
- Native Friendship Centre (First Light) for their cedar arrangements in the front of our sanctuary during 

Advent  
- The United Church Women for co-ordinating Coffee Time after church 
- The Canadian Bible Society for providing Bible story books given to the children at Baptism 
- Carolyn Bradbury for making lambs for the Baptism Banner 
- Oliver Dingwell, Rev. David Guzzwell, Rev. John Maich, Rev. Bill Bartlett, Rebecca Pike, Betty Barnes, 

Katie Vardy and Rev. Scott Parsons for conducting services in Rev Bowlby’s absence. 
- Our ushers  
- Our Sunday School teachers 

 

Joint services were held during the summer months.  

Two joint evening services, one in May at Gower St. United Church and one in October at Cowen Heights 
United Church under the United Community of Faith. 

 

Submitted by: 

 

Paula Reynolds (Co-Chair) 
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DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
 
2019 feels as if it could have been more than 12 months long. The amount of change and momentum 
we have seen in just this one year is truly inspiring. While writing this, I am reflecting on last year’s 
report and noting how many minor issues or problems there were that have now been almost entirely 
resolved.  
Patricia's organ is holding up well and continues to lead the service as we await the completion of 
construction and Casavant maintenance. Many congregation members have noted how much they 
enjoy the return of the organ to the service. Although I haven't ventured outside of hymns yet, Patricia 
has been a wealth of knowledge, and so generous with her time. My schedule hasn't allowed for as 
much organ instruction or practice as I would like, but I hope in 2019 this will improve and some 
proper organ music can be imported for preludes and postludes.  
 
The piano is still being used from time to time when appropriate, but certainly less so then when we 
didn't have an organ. The piano is still deteriorating and I wonder if this may be a good subject for 
another fundraiser.  
I've been continuing to use the keyboard in the choir loft for choir anthems as it is the most convenient 
way to have the choir be heard without having to come down each week. To boost this even further, we 
have purchased choir mics which have been placed in the choir loft to give the choir an extra boost. 
Years ago when the choir consisted of 50 people this may not have been necessary but with today's 
numbers it seems to help quite a bit. Having said that, I am so delighted with the numbers in the choir. 
We have maintained our four Choral scholars this year. Yu Hang had to leave us unfortunately but is 
doing wonderful things at St. Augustine's, and so we have Kyle Galloway as our “new” bass Scholar. 
In addition, we had some new members join so that when everyone is in attendance our numbers are 
now at 23 members.  
  I have been receiving many compliments on the choir’s weekly performances, something I certainly 
never tire of hearing, and feel a genuine excitement from members of the congregation with the 
growing choir attendance.  
 
One of our biggest endeavours this year was our fundraiser “How Can I Keep From Singing?” 
The idea was to raise money for new choir gowns, our Choral scholar program and a donation to 
Cochrane Centre. The choir performed 10 selections and were joined by special guests including Peter 
Halley, Shelley Neville, Meghan Herder, Janet Cull, Dana Parsons, Darrin Martin, and Bill Brennan 
who all donated their time. From proceeds from the silent auction and concert revenue we created a 
fundraising goal of $10,000 which to our great surprise was met by the generosity of many donors. 
 
Maggie Power remains an unbelievable asset in the choir filling in for me whenever I am committed 
elsewhere. It is such an excellent partnership. It gives me freedom to do some projects I would like to 
do without ever having the congregation or choir feel like they are in unfamiliar territory.  
 
In the upcoming year I look forward to planning another fundraiser as it was such a success last time, 
and of course, Harrison's baptism on Easter Sunday!  
 

 
Evan Smith 
Music Director 
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SENIOR CHOIR 

The year has been one of accomplishment and expansion, as new members have contributed their 
talent to our group led by our versatile Choir Director Evan Smith. Enthusiasm and comradery have 
prevailed, as we prepared for our weekly choir services and special events.  

Early in February we welcomed violinist Dominic Greene who accompanied our own choir’s rendition 
of “Walk in Light.” On Shrove Tuesday we performed at the church’s annual Pancake Supper.  

As preparation for Lenten and Easter music was beginning, we were happy to have Isobel Woelfel and 
David Peters join us. The anthem “Hosanna Processional” was sung on Palm Sunday and the following 
day our church held a touching Holy Week service.  

Easter Sunday was a joyous occasion, as Gower Street United Church congregation joined us in a 
combined celebration. Joint choir anthems “When Morning Gilds the Skies” and “The Day of 
Resurrection,” as well as a Gower Children’s Choir presentation and a brass ensemble created a 
memorable musical experience.  

On April 29th our choir fundraiser concert “How Can I Keep from Singing” was an enjoyable and 
successful event. Evan Smith arranged for guest artists Shelley Neville, Darren Martin, Bill Brennan, 
Meghan Herder, Janet Cull and Dana Parsons to contribute their talents. The concert and silent auction 
made new choir gowns a reality later in the year. 

Battle of the Atlantic Sunday on May 6th was an impressive and moving service in our church. 
Participation by the Singing Legionnaires, The CLB Band and Sea Cadets from RCSCC Fort 
Townsend added to the music and we were pleased to have their Honours Lieutenant Governor Judy 
Foote and Howard Foote in attendance. 

In late May, Yu Hang Tan, who has been with us as a choral scholar, successfully arranged and 
directed the Sunday anthem “Down to the River to Pray.” However, he has moved on to a position as 
Music Director at St. Augustine’s Anglican Church and we shall miss him but wish him well. 

In early June we were happy to gather and celebrate an exciting upcoming event, as Tiffany and Evan 
awaited the arrival of baby son Harrison. Perhaps he will become a future choir member as he has 
already attended a choir practice.  

Our music in worship on July 1st was led by a 40 member Toronto Children’s Chorus whose 
performance was most impressive. Throughout the summer other young musicians contributed to the 
services and enriched worship with their talent. 

On July 29th the choir was in attendance at the funeral service to pay tribute to Eileen Bradbury who 
had been a part of our church community for so many years.  

As practice resumed in mid-September, it was good to reunite with familiar faces. We were so glad 
that three of our choral scholars Astrid Camarena Correa, Grace MacDonald and Nathan Hynes would 
continue to sing with us and we welcomed back Kyle Galloway to our bass section. Also, we were 
happy to have Maggie Power continue as a choir member and interim Choir Director when needed.  

Thanksgiving Sunday quickly approached and our anthem was “Morning Has Broken” arranged by 
Evan Smith. This service was combined with World Wide Communion Sunday. Through the autumn 
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as the new “More Voices” hymn books were being used frequently, an appeal was made to have copies 
secured for congregational use.  

The November 11th service was one with appropriate music for Remembrance Day and included piper 
Dave Reeves and trumpeter Nathan Hynes. Names of congregation members who had made the 
supreme wartime sacrifice were honoured. 

With Christmas fast approaching, our choir practices emphasized preparation of seasonal selections for 
our upcoming Lessons and Carols Service on December 23rd. This joyous celebration combined 
readings and festive sacred music in a worship service attended by their Honours Judy and Howard 
Foote. As well, we appreciated the contributions of guest soloist Abra Whitney and our tireless director 
Evan Smith. 

On Christmas Eve a family service was held and was followed by a gathering for Carols and 
Communion.  

Our choir continues to eagerly participate in the preparation of inspirational music for our church.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sandra Rowe  
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BRIDGE FELLOWSHIP GROUP 

 

The Bridge Fellowship Group continues to play in Canon Wood Hall of St. Thomas Anglican Church. 
This is a beautifully bright and warm venue with parking permits for Friday afternoons provided for all 
players, for which we pay the daily rental fee.  

This loyal group enjoys the social time and light lunch with tea and coffee each week, as well as our 
special spring and Christmas Luncheons, with prizes. 

All of this would not be possible without the weekly help of our loyal volunteers; Betty Barnes, Dave 
Boone, Linda Bowden, Bob and Brenda Mercer, Gerry Penney and Joan Soulier, thank you. 

  Once again, our group offered help to the Cochrane Centre in furnishing a new unit with a fridge and 
stove. We have asked that our previous donation in Lois Ryan’s memory be recognized and have 
agreed to pay for whatever is deemed appropriate. We have requested some of our pictures be hung 
again professionally and have agreed to cover the cost. 

Having had no reply to our requests, I emailed the Cochrane Centre in September and asked that my 
email be tabled at their next meeting. As of December 31st, we had received no response. 

 As of December 31st, our bank balance is $5 944.33, much of this money is allocated for the above. 

 

Respectfully submitted  

 

Linda Boone 
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MEN'S SERVICE CLUB 

 

The Men's Service Club (the Club) strives to provide and encourage Christian fellowship and to 
provide moral and financial services to support the church and community. 

With the many changes and the layout of facilities and space during construction, renovation and the 
development of Cochrane Centre, the Men’s Club began the process of resuming its involvement in as 
many of its regular activities as possible.  It was a year of trial and error. 

Starting in September and continuing until May (with the exception of December) all meetings were 
scheduled for the third Tuesday in each month.  All meetings were dinner meetings, beginning at 6.30 
pm.  Each meeting began with a devotion and a prayer.  The Club is especially grateful for the cooks, 
who gave freely of their time to provide members and guests with a hearty home cooked meal at each 
meeting.  The Club entertained and welcomed guest speakers throughout the year who provided most 
interesting and informative presentations. 

There continues to be strong membership support for the Men’s Service Club as evidenced by its 
consistent attendance at all meetings (average attendance 18 - 23).  With this support and attendance 
we had an active year of fellowship and good will. A new member was welcomed to the Club as well 
as the return of a long standing member from previous years. 

There continues to be a mutual and supporting relationship with other church groups, committees and 
volunteers.  Members of each organization within the church were always happy to assist in each 
others activities and programs.  Appreciation goes to the U.C.W., Bridge Group, Church Council and 
many volunteers for their support and cooperation.  With this support the Club continued to be 
involved in as many activities as possible. 

Listed below are several of the fellowship and action services provided by the Club to the church and 
community throughout the year.  Members were always willing when called upon to assist with such 
activities. 

 1 Provided breakfast for a ministers’ breakfast meeting 

 2 Provided ushering at church services and for special occasions 

 3 Assisted with the weekly setup, cleanup and preparation for the Bridge Group. 

 4 Provided lunch, including setup and cleanup, for the Bridge Group Christmas function and end 
of year celebrations 

 5 Assisted with organizing and preparing a barbecue and picnic at Bannerman Park 

 6 Assisted with the pancake supper program 

 7 Decorated church sanctuary for Christmas 
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 8 Removed Christmas decorations from sanctuary and placed them in storage 

 9 Provided food and drinks for after church fellowships 

10 Assisted with cleaning up after church fellowship functions 

11 Organized and provided a ladies night program for members spouses including dinner and 
entertainment 

12  Assisted with cleanup for various groups at several events 

13  Kept in touch with past members with phone calls, visitations, and sending cards for special 
occasions and providing transportation services 

14  Helped organize, provide volunteers and operate the plant, book and bake sale 

15 Provided donations to the local food bank program 

16 Provided donations (books etc.) to several local churches for various sales 

17 Provided items to several local thrift stores 

The Club sincerely thanks all who gave freely of their time and support to assist with the above 
activities.  The Club also appreciates contributions of family members who provided freely of their 
time to give extra support on special occasions. 

The Club continued to be involved with outreach programs through: 

1 Donations to local thrift stores 

2 Donations to the Choices for Youth inter-house program 

3 Donations to Bridges to Hope food bank program 

4 Provided items to local community Spring Sales and Fall Fair events 

5 Donations to the Choices for Youth Christmas program 

 

The financial services provided by the Club are recorded in the Treasurer's Report, which is included at 
the end of this report. Contributions were made to: 

1 Church general fund 

2 Memorial fund 

3 Community outreach 
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The Club is most grateful and very much appreciates the efforts of Mr. Tim Reynolds for his expertise 
as Treasurer of our Club -- thank you so much Tim.  When we think of the Men’s Service Club we 
have to think of our Secretary Dr. Ian McMaster who continues after many years of service recording 
minutes of club meetings and managing correspondence.  Thank you Ian.  Thank you so much Gerry 
for your dedication and service for running the Club.   

The Club acknowledges and appreciates the support and encouragement of Rev. Miriam Bowlby and 
wishes her well with her continued endeavours at Cochrane Street United Church.  The Club 
appreciates and thanks the members of the U.C.W., Church Council, Bridge Group and the many 
volunteers for their support and cooperation, who gave freely of their time and expertise.  Special 
thanks and appreciation to Robyn McMaster for her help from the church office.  Thank you so much 
Robyn. 

The Club appreciates and is very grateful to the office staff and personnel at Cochrane Centre for their 
cooperation, support and friendship during the past year. 

Now that we are back in our new facilities we look forward to continuing many of our regular activities 
and providing moral and financial support to church and community. 

We look forward to 2019 and its challenges and extend an invitation to all men of Cochrane Street 
United Church to join in the fellowship and good will of our Men's Service Club. 

We thank God for His many blessings as we strive to continue his Good Work at Cochrane Street 
United Church. 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Gerry Penney 
Chairperson 
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MEN’S SERVICE CLUB 
2018 FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

 

Balance Forward  December 31, 2017     $2383.66 

Revenue 
 Supper Meetings     885.50 

 Plant & Book Sale    1932.30  

2817.80   $2817.80 

$5201.46 

Expenses 
 Supper Meetings     720.70 
 Donation CSUC    2000.00 
 Donation Stella’s Circle     100.00 
 Memorial Donation     100.00 
 Donation Choices for Youth    200.00 
 Plant & Book Sale       31.06 
 Flippers       658.90 
 New Roaster & Frying Pan    164.73 
 Minister’s Breakfast     180.55 
 Step Ladder & lock        65.05 
 Freezer Cleaning       30.00 
 Cheque Printing            9.76 
 Bank Fees        79.14 

4339.89   $4339.89 

 

Closing Balance December 31, 2018      $  861.57 

Submitted by: 

 

 

Tim Reynolds 

Treasurer 
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UNITED CHURCH WOMEN 

We currently have twelve active members in our group. 

1. In February we had a Pot Luck Luncheon and meeting at St. Patrick's Home. 

2. We supported a Foster Child. 

3. Participated in World Day of Prayer. 

4. UCW Rally was held at Cochrane Street United Church. 

5. Attended AGM at Burry Heights. 

6. Volunteer when needed at Church. 

7. Held fund raisers for Church. 

8. Donated to different Charities. 

We lost members Evelyn Percy and Eileen Bradbury who will be very much missed in our group,. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Linda Facey 
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UNITED CHURCH WOMEN  
FINANCIAL REPORT 2018 

 
 

Balance Forward  December 31, 2017      $440.73 

Revenue 
 Membership Fees     120.00 
 Least Coin          3.30 
 Calendars       190.00 
 UCW Projects    1250.00 
 Donations to UCW   1185.00 
  

    $2748.30 

$3189.03 

Expenses 
 CSUC (incl. memorials)   1350.00 
 East Distr. UCW Allocations    225.00 
 Foster Child      456.00 
 Donations: (Bridges to Hope;   
 $100.00; Bible Society $48.00)    148.00 
 Calendars      145.00 
 UCW Expenses      485.51   
 

    $2809.51 

 

Closing Balance December 31, 2018        $379.52 

 

 

Submitted by: 

 

 
R.  Lenser 
Treasurer 
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ARCHIVES REPORT  

In 2018 the Archives continued to operate out of the rental storage unit and it appears that this will be 
the norm for the foreseeable future.  As reported in last year’s report the continued difficulties with the 
contract between Cochrane Centre and the storage rental company, were not resolved until late spring 
of 2018.  So for more than six months, access to the Archives was not permitted. 

This past year has been a busy one. Here is some of the work undertaken: 

• Notes from the Archives has continued in the weekly Service bulletins. There have been a few 
favourable comments. 
 

• The usual work of appraising, arranging and describing new records and depositing them in the 
archives continues, as well as updating the Historic Roll. Records should be transferred on an 
annual basis; immediately after each AGM would be an appropriate time.  
 

• A major effort this year was the appraisal of many years and many boxes of financial records. 
The Treasurer, Tim Reynolds, and I undertook this major project. Appropriate boxes have now 
been set up to store records that are required to be kept for seven years to meet CRA 
requirements. With each new year’s addition of records, one box of records is destroyed so that 
there are never more than seven boxes in storage at any one time. This procedure should make 
the management of financial records easier in the future. Thanks to Linda Facey for help with 
the shredding of old records. 
 

• An overview of the Archives was given and archival issues were discussed at a Council 
meeting in October.  The following is the result of this meeting: 
 

¨ Several copies of the old red Hymn Books have been retained; the remainder was 
recycled. 

 
¨ Several black choir gowns, children’s white gowns, and ladies choir hats have been 

retained; the remainder was given to the Costume Bank at the Arts and Culture 
Centre. Thanks to Fraser Ellis for facilitating this. 

 
¨ The two images that had been removed from the sanctuary vestibule renovations 

were rehung. Those that belong in the office stairwell and also removed during 
renovations are not yet rehung. A monetary donation is available to have these 
photographs hung professionally and securely as well as security hanging of the two 
images in the vestibule.  

 
• An artifacts inventory was undertaken. Artifacts in the archives have been catalogued 

appropriately.  
A list of archival furniture and other archival items in the church building including the 
sanctuary has been produced.  
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• All major graphic images have been catalogued. Small photographs are boxed but not yet 
catalogued.  
 

• The brass Memorial plaque, dated 1957, and installed when the organ was dedicated, should be 
reinstalled in its original location (the door to the choir loft) or nearby.  
 

• Several brochures were developed and or re-issued this past year: 
 
§ The crèche history has been inserted in a Christmas Eve bulletin for a number of years.  

 
§ A major undertaking was the research and writing of brief biographies of those men from 

our congregation who died in WW1. Photographs were found where possible. Rev. Bowlby 
formatted the material which was made into a booklet for Remembrance Sunday Nov 11, 
2018, the 100th anniversary of the Armistice.  

 
§ With the dedication of the new choir gowns in February 2019, a history of choir gowns at 

Cochrane Street written in the past was updated for this occasion.  
 
Other items of note: 
 
§ Many years of choir music and the hand bells are stored in the Archives.  

 
§ Service bulletins are unique records, documenting the spiritual and social life of the 

congregation. For this reason, copies of all service bulletins should be retained.  We are 
missing many from the time of renovations; should anyone have copies for the Archives 
they could be left at the church office.  

 
§ Copies of the Brandt watercolour of the church which were not sold in years past are stored 

in the Archives as is the original. 
 
§ Our congregation does not have a Records Retention Plan.  A copy of a plan produced by 

the National Church is hanging in the office. This is available for guidance for anyone 
wondering about which records should be kept and for how long. Please feel free to contact 
me with any questions about records and their management.  

Once again I am pleased to present this report and welcome anyone with comments, questions, 
or possible donations to the Archives to contact me.  

 

Linda Bowden 
Volunteer Archivist   
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APPENDIX  

 

 

 

 

January 2019  

 

Report to our Partner Churches for 2018 

 

   Vision 

A community where each person has access to sufficient and wholesome food 

  Mission 

Inspired by values of dignity, respect and hospitality, Bridges to Hope supports people in 
need through direct food assistance, instructional cooking programs, and food security 
advocacy in metropolitan St. John’s.  Fundraising, food donation, volunteer participation, 
and a healthy workplace are essential elements in sustaining these activities. In association 
with the United and Presbyterian churches, Bridges to Hope is a non-profit society 
committed to accountable stewardship, good governance, open communication, and justice 
in all our relations. 

 

Bridges To Hope is a unique partnership of Presbyterian and United Churches operating a food 
pantry and other programs. Please visit our website, http://www.bridgestohope.ca and Facebook 
page, https://www.facebook.com to become more familiar with our services.  

 

Food Pantry 

Our core activity is the operation of the food pantry from our location on Cookstown Road. This 
program is organized by staff and is performed by a dedicated team of volunteers.  In summer 
months we also benefit from students who help us maintain a regular service through the vacation 
season. Demand for hampers continues to rise. In 2018 we served 10,336, an increase of 4.5% over 
2017, and exceeding 10,000 for the first time. Food donations of staple food product come from 
several sources including: our church partners; corporate and school food drives; Community Food 
Sharing Association; purchases; baking on site. Volunteer bakers cook bread daily for hampers and 
we also purchase fresh vegetables and fruit as much as we can. The rate of supply of food product 
varies considerably throughout the year. We are grateful for food donations at any time and 
encourage donors to remember us in the ‘lower’ summer months. We are able to maintain our 

Bridges to Hope Inc. 
39 Cookstown Road 
St. John’s, NL A1C 4G7 
709-722-9225 
info@bridgestohope.ca 
www.bridgestohope.ca 

Charitable Registration 

#859148009RR001 
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hamper standards throughout the year by careful management of available product, supplemented 
by purchases. 

 

Christmas Hampers 

Again this year we provided Christmas hampers and again Rotary was the prime organizer and 
sponsor. Their continuing interest and involvement in this project is very much appreciated. This 
year we registered 360 families. All these families received a complete hamper from turkey to 
fixin’s and more besides. St. Andrew’s church generously made the Kirk Hall available to us again 
this year for several days in mid-December as home base for the preparation and then delivery of 
these hampers. It is a significant team effort and the support of individual volunteers and of HMCS 
Cabot personnel contributed greatly to satisfactory completion of the project. 

 

 

Bags To School 

This year we provided 602 kits of school bags and supplies to registered children and youth in all 
grades. This is a new high and is 9% higher than 2017. We appreciate the generous support again 
this year of our sponsor, Exxon Mobil, and the involvement of VOCM Cares, Pipers, and other 
partners and donors. The project culminates in a massive assembly process and again this year we 
were very thankful to have the facilities at St. David’s church to perform this work. 

 

Marketing 

During 2018 we conducted an aggressive initiative to raise our profile and community awareness 
through use of social media, primarily Facebook. Our manager also took advantage of many 
opportunities to be available to news media for interviews and reports.   We have already seen the 
tangible results of this profile in the community through increased traffic on Facebook, especially 
when people volunteer to push the Donate button which we conveniently provide on our website, 
using Canada Helps. 

 

Special Financial Campaigns 

The increased public profile has contributed to an increase in public financial support. In the spring 
we had a special “Generous Helping, backyard BBQ” 
fundraiser, continuing a program begun in 2017. This 
was a significant event, involving a lot of dedicated 
volunteer organizing effort which, while successful, 
suffered from an unfortunate cold weather event. 
During the summer we were profiled in a new project 
“Smart Snacks” for school kits which exceeded 
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objectives and enabled us to fill a food gap in a positive way.  We also engaged in a successful 
“Healthy Hamper” campaign. Late in the fall, in the important pre-Christmas period, we organized a 
“Miracle on Cookstown Road” fundraiser which achieved our objectives. 

 

Thank You 

There are many other programs and initiatives we could mention. All are important and contributed 
to overall success. In summary, we simply observe that there are many, many individuals and 
organizations that voluntarily choose to support us and what we do. We also acknowledge that in 
2018 the financial support from our partner churches increased by 19.6% to $22,200. We are 
humbled by your confidence and trust, and we seek to be worthy of your support as we work 
together to improve the lives of those who come to us for support. 

    

Once again, we extend a sincere THANK YOU to you all for your continued support. We invite you 
to attend our annual meeting later this spring. 

 

 

Roger Angel 

Chair 

On behalf of the Board, staff and our many volunteers  

 


